










October 15, 2008 

Catherine B. Reynolds
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
Catherine B. Reynolds Foundation
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Reynolds, 

It is with great gratitude that I write this thank you letter to you, to the Catherine B. Reynolds Foundation and to 
the Academy of Achievement for your generous invitation and sponsorship, and for your hospitality during the 47th 
International Achievement Summit on the Big Island of Hawaii. I have struggled, not only with sharing the many 
unforgettable moments of the Summit with family and friends, but also in putting my thoughts together to write to 
you about my experience, as the magnificence of the event is beyond anyone’s imagination. 

Mrs. Reynolds, I was truly blessed with a first-row seat for a four-day lesson in life and a true lifetime experience. 
This heavenly gathering that celebrated life and achievements was eye opening for me. The entire Summit—from 
the presentations and panel discussions by the recipients of the Golden Plate Award, and the special guests of the 
Academy, to the many opportunities to have close and personal conversations with them, as well as socializing with 
some of the brightest students from all walks of life -- helped me have a better understanding of my own personality, 
even before gaining a better understanding of the world. 

It was humbling to see some of the world’s leaders taking the stage to share their experiences with us, from their 
beginnings to their struggles, their successes and their advice for us students looking to follow in their steps. I could 
not believe my eyes when I saw Archbishop Desmond Tutu with Her Excellency Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the President of 
the Republic of Liberia, together on one stage. There, I think like everyone else, I saw a glimpse of hope coming from 
the African continent as they were discussing issues like poverty and corruption with a tone of voice that was nothing 
but optimistic. Seeing such high profile personalities, from the 2008 inductees to the special guests, devoting time to 
live every moment of the Summit with us -- from sharing their meals with us to dancing to tunes from Chuck Berry 
and Brian Wilson -- was humbling, and has certainly kept a constant smile on my face. 

I would like to also thank you for the opportunity to visit the Big Island of Hawaii. The wonderful site of the resorts, 
the beautiful scenery and the hospitality of the people added to the magnificence of the experience. I will always 
remember this magical island that provided me with the exceptional opportunity to share meals with some of the most 
influential people in the world. I still closely remember my lunch with Judge William S. Sessions and his wife, who 
were keen in learning about our backgrounds and interests. I felt a responsibility when Judge Sessions asked for my 
opinion about the perception of how women are treated in the Middle East. It is this sort of responsibility I have now 
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learned to carry around with me, and one I use to drive me to develop my personality to hopefully be a role model and 
a good representative of the Arab woman. 

I was also lucky to share breakfast on one sunny Hawaiian morning with 2008 inductee David Doubilet, whose work 
and wise words were fascinating, and who was so kind to give us a closer look into the background of some of the 
wonderful photos he has taken over the years of life underwater. I also cannot forget how hard the morning of the 6th 
of July was, since it was putting an end to a life-changing experience. However, having breakfast around a great person 
like Greg Mortenson could most definitely brighten up anyone’s morning. I was truly mesmerized when hearing about 
Greg’s unprecedented efforts in Central Asia, and learning how his struggles have only increased his determination to 
make a difference in the lives of hundreds of Asian girls and their families. 

I was most excited during the group discussions on the final day of the Summit. It was a great opportunity to be sitting 
around the same table as some of the leading figures present. In one of the group discussions I was sitting next to the 
Mayor of Chicago, the Honorable Richard M. Daley, who was inspiring with his kindness and recognizable work in 
the city of Chicago. I was also stunned to learn about his determination to create a united society in Chicago, but even 
more about his efforts to bring mayors from the Middle East together with influential personalities from Chicago for 
the two groups to share their views and experiences. Also around the table were Dr. Michael Spence and Naomi Klein, 
who were so generous in giving their expert analysis on different economic and green issues. As an economics student, 
I was keen on learning their opinions on the credit crisis that hit the world and is threatening to spread recession in 
many of the world’s leading economies. 
  
In my other group discussion, I was lucky to be with General Wesley Clark, whose knowledge and expertise on issues 
in the Middle East served as an ice breaker on several occasions, and with the inspiring Greg Mortenson and Khaled 
Hosseini, who were discussing the issues surrounding the wars and the reform efforts in Central Asia and mainly 
Afghanistan. I was most impressed to see a success story in the form of Khaled Hosseini, as well as Greg Mortenson’s 
clear understanding of the culture, religion, demands and many complications of that rich and ancient part of Asia. 

I would have to admit that I gained the most inspiration by talking to other student delegates. These are young ladies 
and men who are not only excelling in their different fields of study, but in their different interests, extra-curricular 
activities and their entrepreneurial work. At a time when I was starting to be convinced that it will take more than me 
to make some of my dreams come true, and that the only help I can provide for others will be of a small scale, limited 
by my abilities, I met students who have initiated projects and made huge differences in the lives of many people all 
on their own, driven by their belief and determination. They have shown me that being young is not synonymous to 
being incapable, and that a one man show, when combined with determination and hard work, can fulfill dreams and 
accomplish great results. I now look at my dreams as potential future projects that I am going to keep in front of my 
eyes to help me move ahead. Thank you so much for making this possible. 

This letter would not be complete without sending my deepest regards to His Highness Sheikh Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince of Bahrain, for nominating me to be part of this year’s International Achievement Summit, 
and for his continuous help, support and belief in me. In conclusion, I would like to thank you again from the bottom 
of my heart for the opportunity to be a student delegate at this year’s International Achievement Summit, and for the 
many lessons I have learned. I will use those valuable lessons to empower myself and to help me reach my dreams. I 
know I have already said this once before, but you have changed the life of a simple Bahraini woman, so thank you very 
much Mrs. Reynolds. 

Warmest regards, 

Noor AlKhulaif
Crown Prince International Scholar
London School of Economics 
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